terspe Ever notice how dogs and horses go hoof and paw? By Amy Engle

HORSE SENSE

The whys and hows of the canine-equine bond
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As Teontinued to observe these work-
ing dog/horse teams, [ hegan to suspect
Lhat the nature of this interspecics inter-
actinn was far more complex than what
could be described by the classical pred-
ator-prey analogy. While both dogs and
horses are, al heart, social animals who
readily [orm long-lasting attachments
m hp.:._-ij].; indwidnals, their reasons for
forming social groups are fundamen-
tally different. As prey animals, horses
rely on cach other [or survival, Some-
thing vou may have noticed il you've
ever seen a group ol wild (or domes
ticated) horses al rest in a feld: While
muosl of the herd sleeps, there is always
one individual who remains alert and
wiatchful, ready to sound the alarm at a
MOMENt’s notice.

Aot wild canids, vn the other hand,
form packs Lo better Dring down prey,
living as a group to hunt more success
fully, Hence, for dogs, membership in
a pack is desirable but not necessary
far survival, As domesticated animals,
however, dogs are forced into & com-
structed social hierarchy that might
include one or more dogs, at least one
human and, in the case of the working
dog, a whole host of ather creatures.

[ndeed, since their domestication,
interspecies relationships  herween
dogs and other animals have hecome
not only possible, but also relatively
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commonplace. Fart ol the reason has to
div with an evoluliooary process called
recfeny, in which particular aspects of
a species” development slow to the paint
where adults retain many trairs previ-
ously seen in juveniles, This process has
been at work in dogs since their woll
ancestors first began lingering around
human settlements, and is responsible
for producing Lhe Ly pe of canine we all
know and love: that cuddly, playful
creature we bring into our homes and
otten allow to share our heds.

Mot surprisingly, this perpetoal juve-
nility curbs the majority ol dops’ mosl
aggressive predatory instinets, Herding
doygs, for instance, utilize predatary tac
Lics wo control their flocks, but fail to
[ollow Ltheough on the instinct to bring
down an animal in their charge, It is
also what allows dogs’ work to scem an
awtul lot like play, and what frequently
makes the line between playlul pursuil
and agoressive harassment more than a
little bt Blurry.

Merle and Sandi Newton of Crvstal
Rose Cow Dog College in Red Bloff,
Califl, have been professionally training
stock dogs for over a quarter of a cen-
tury, Perennial champions at regional
and national cow dig competilions,
the couple knows a few Lhings about
identifying that line line between play-
riate and predator, and what it takes 1o

foster a good working bond between
canines and equines.
Teaching a stock dog o work callle

abongside horses—something that's ceu
cial on vast Western ranches—begins
with asking the dog ro distingnish
between tvpes of prey, “We're acrually
comtrolling and curking a stromg preda-
tor instinet,” explains Merle.

For this reason, establishing the
huwman as Uhe leader 15 a prereguisite Lo
work wilh both horses and stock, Onee
the dog learns to act on his herding
instingts only when given the go-ahead,
the introduction of horse and dog usu-
ally procecds quite smoathly, *The first
time that our dogs sce a horse, we wanl
i be aboard |the horse]|. Thal way,
the dop starls Lo think of the horse as
part of the human,” says Merle, Once
the two become accustomed fo one
anather, dogs quickly farm bonds with
“their™ harses, “If someone was to gel
on my horse and ride of )" says Merle,
“my diog would follow that horse unlil |
called him away.”

Provided neither party is threatenesd
by the others presence, and especially
if there is some mutual benetit like play
{or, as in the case of stock dogs, a work-
ing activity that fecls like play], both
horse and dog can certainly begin 1o
view each other as just another mem
ber of the pack/herd.
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“Bul, they're predator and prey, fun-
damentally,” says Anne Lickens, direc-
tor of publicity for the British Carriage
Do Socicry, “so why do they getalong?
I'm convinced it has more o do with
the human than with Lhe dog and the
horse. Dogs see that the horses ave a
part ol our lives, and therefore a part
ol hedr Llives as well, And it works hath
wiavs, The horses trust the dogs because
we trust them.”

Whether it is that trust, a working
relationship, or simply mulual curiosity,
there is little doubl that dogs and horses
do form somne remarkable bonds, Dick-
E1LS Wil witiess to one such partnership
during the 2008 Carriage Dog Trials
in Worcestershite, England (an enduar-
ance and obedience event designed o
both demomstrate and test the Dalma-
Lian® traditiomal role as a compainion
hrses and carriages),

Midway through the 25-mile course,
half of ker two-pony team had to he
retired due tooa high heart rate. Having
been declared a “jolly fit hittle pony”
by the ver on call, the remaining pony
[named Polo) was lelt o run the sec
ond 12 miles on his own, As the team
af Lwo dogs, one driver, and now anly
one horse struggled to finish the course
m time, Dickens watched as all began
working—for the very first time—as a
gemine toam.

“With aboul three miles o go, my
dog Tenris picked up on Polos energy
and concentration and fell in heside
him, where his harness mate would
normally have been,” says [hckens. "He
staved there for the nmext couple of
miiles, cvery few moments glancing up
it Polg, seemingly urging him on, It
wits guile extraordinary—especially
from a dog who asually keeps his dis-
tance from the horses,” Eventually, Fen-
ris’s sister Freya noticed what was gning
on and fell into place on Polo’s other
side. “Now, it might be that they just
oot excited by the speed and thowght it
was a jolly pame” savs Dickens, “Biit
the way they behaved and the look on
their faces made me think they knew
the stakes were high and we all had o

pull together as a team.”

Such partnerships, whether fleet-
ing—like that of Fenris, Freya and
Polo—ar lasting a liletime, are a perfect
ilustration of the depth and beeadth of
our animals’ capacity for nnderstand.
ing and emaotion. Doubtless, our abil-
ity o enjoy these complex relation-
ships may forever cclipse our capacity
to understand the precise evolulionary
and behavioral mechanisims that malke
them possible. But this much is clear:
In their openness to the unknown,
their tolerance and their willingness to
trust, animals may have a thing or two
vet to teach us ©
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